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Palaearctic and Afrotropical ducks and geese at Gaferssa
Reservoir, Ethiopia, 1964-1970

Emil K. Urban

Distribution of ducks and geese in Ethiopia has been dealt with by several authors (Ash
1977, Malcolm 1982, Urban 1970, Urban et al. 1976, Woodman 1944, 1945). Detailed
published information on numbers of ducks and geese in Ethiopia, however, is almost
non-existent.

From 13 October 1964 to 11 January 1970 I recorded species and numbers of ducks
and geese at Gaferssa Reservoir (9° 03'N, 38°31'E), a highland reservoir 17-25 km west
of Addis Ababa, at an elevation of 2585 m. During this period the reservoir was 8 km?
(8 x 1 km) in size and 10-20 m deep, surrounded by highland grasslands, cultivated
fields and eucalyptus groves. The water level of the reservoir varied by 2 m or more due
to the seasonal rains which fall from June to September (‘big’ rains) and any time
between January and April (‘small’ rains). The area receives 150 cm or more of rain
annually.

I made 101 trips to the reservoir, usually between 09:00-12:00 hrs, including weekly
trips from 2 January 1965 to 22 May 1966; biweekly or sometimes weekly trips from 13
June 1966 to 15 January 1968; and monthly trips thereafter until 11 January 1970. I was
able to view all portions of the reservoir from the Addis Ababa—Ambo road which runs
along its entire north side. Using 10 x 50 binoculars and a 20x telescope, I recorded all
ducks and geese present at the reservoir during each visit. Because of the difficulty of
separating non-breeding (especially female) Common Teal Anas crecca from Garganey
A. querquedula, ] combined their numbers when I made my observations. Because I was
not in Ethiopia for parts of July and August of some years, I had insufficient data to
determine average yearly numbers of Afrotropical species at Gaferssa. Palaearctic
species, however, are not in Ethiopia during these months and I did calculate average
yearly numbers for them.

I recorded the following Afrotropical species: Fulvous Tree Duck Dendrocygna
bicolor, Blue-winged Goose Cyanochen cyanopterus, Egyptian Goose Alopochen
aegyptiacus, Spur-winged Goose Plectopterus gambensis, Knob-billed Goose
Sarkidiornis melanotis, Yellow-billed Duck Anas undulata, African Black Duck A.
sparsa, Southern Pochard Netta erythrophthalma and Maccoa Duck Oxyura maccoa. Of
these, Blue-winged Goose, Egyptian Goose and Yellow-billed Duck were the most
common while the others were rare to uncommon.

The most common Palaearctic species were Eurasian Wigeon Anas penelope, Com-
mon Teal A. crecca, Northern Pintail A. acuta, Garganey A. querquedula and Northern
Shoveler A. clypeata. Also recorded were Ruddy Shelduck Tadorna ferruginea,
Gadwall Anas strepera, Common Pochard Aythya ferina, Ferruginous Duck A. nyroca
and Tufted Duck A. fuligula; these species, however, were rare to uncommon.

Afrotropical species
Fulvous Tree Duck Two were recorded on 24 October 1965.

Blue-winged Goose Although this goose was recorded at Gaferssa in all months of the
year (Table 1), it was most numerous in the big rains and least common in the dry
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Table 1 Average numbers of wildfowl most commonly recorded by month, 1964—-1970,
Gaferssa Reservoir, Ethiopia

Month: J FM A M J J A § O N D

Afrotropical species

Blue-winged Goose 3 6 5 9 8 48 57 154 64 25 12 4
Egyptian Goose 1064 1126 895 898 643 425 394 241 23 100 447 700
Yellow-billed Duck 122 124 -180 160 108 37 0 3 7 17 31 42

Palaearctic species

Eurasian Wigeon 56 28 12 7 O O O O O S 25 24
Common Teal and

Garganey 175 245 99 8 0 0O O O O 24 157 149
Northern Pintail s s T 1 ® © -0 © i 8 24
Northern Shoveler 15 4 8 I 9 8 3 1 0 11 14 24
Common Pochard 7 11 3 1 O 0 0 0 o0 1 S0
Tufted Duck ) R S S () I () N () B ()R R () I 3

season, usually December to March. Largest numbers recorded were 190 on 22 August
1965, 160 on 14 August 1965, 170 on 14 August 1968 and 127 on 30 June 1968.
Smallest numbers were two on 30 January 1965, 24 November 1966 and 16 December
1968, three on 28 November 1965, and four on 15 February 1965 and 10 December
1965. The seasonal differences in numbers reflect this goose’s seasonal movements: in
the dry season it usually is found nesting in alpine moorlands and valleys up to and
sometimes above 4500 m, while in the big rains it moves downwards several hundred
metres in elevation to highland lakes where it congregates in large numbers and under-
goes moult at the peak of the big rains in August.

Egyptian Goose This was the most common species of wildfowl at Gaferssa during the
period. It was recorded in all months, but was most common at the height of the dry
season in January and February and least common at the end of the rains and beginning
of the dry season in September and October (Table 1). The largest numbers recorded
were 1350 on 30 January 1965, 1525 on 15 February 1965 and 1416 on 15 February
1966, while the fewest seen were five on 17 September 1965 and 36 on 3 October 1965.
Numbers of this goose increase at highland lakes as the marshes dry up in the dry
season.

Spur-winged Goose One individual was seen on 22 August 1965.

Knob-billed Duck This species was uncommon. The only numbers recorded were five
on 14 January 1966, 11 on 27 March 1965, six on 6 June 1965, 18 on 20 June 1965, five
on 27 June 1965, two on 10 July 1965, five on 25 July 1965, eight on 22 August 1965
and two on 17 September 1965. This duck may be nomadic in the Ethiopian highlands
during the big rains.

Yellow-billed Duck This duck was common at Gaferssa at the height of the dry season,
then rare to absent in the big rains (Table 1). Largest numbers recorded were 232 on 7
January 1966, 234 on 28 March 1967, 247 on 10 April 1966 and 169 on 9 May 1966. It
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Table 2 Average numbers of common Palaearctic ducks recorded at Gaferssa
Reservoir, Ethiopia, 1965—69, during the months October to April

Palaearctic winter/ O N D J F M A  Average for all months

Species October to April
Eurasian Wigeon

1965-66 0 34 34 57 12 18 27 26.0
1966-67 198 497 58028 514 TY0 16.3
1967-68 12 20 65 0 22 0 O 17.0
1968-69 1 28 37 13109 0 O 26.4
Northern Pintail

1965-66 9 13 13 68 87 20 10 314
196667 © - 2 2 48 Gl 2% 8 21.9
196768 35 2 62 181 53 130 13 68.0
196869 i O O 2 @ 0 .0 6.0
Northern Shoveler

196566 15 29 37 20 9 11 16 19.6
196667 15 23 20 5 1 10 4 11.1
196768 12 2 22 58 10 8 O 16.0
1968—-69 10 15 2 O O O O 39
Common Pochard

1965-66 0 12 32 24 33 9 5 16.4
196667 2 2 6 9 8 0 O 39
1967-68 0O 0 1 2 6 8 O 2.4
Tufted Duck

1965-66 7 1[5 N S T I 6.1
1966-67 0 10 6 3 0 0 1 2.9
196768 0O 0 0 1 6 8 O 2.1

became less numerous at the start of the big rains towards the end of May and June with
none recorded in July, one to nine in August and seven in September. Numbers then built
up beginning in October and reached a peak in the dry season in January to April. The
Yellow-billed Duck has been recorded nesting in highland marshes June to December.

African Black Duck This species, seen typically in highland rivers, was rare at
Gaferssa. One individual was seen on 14 and 22 August 1965 and 11 August 1968 and
two on 8 November 1964.

Southern Pochard This species was rare to uncommon at Gaferssa. Six were seen in
February 1965 and 1966, one on 21 April 1968, two on 22 August 1965 and two in
November 1965.

Maccoa Duck This species was rare with five recorded at the end of March 1967 and
1968, one on 4 May 1965 and one in October 1965 and 1966.
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Palaearctic species
Ruddy Shelduck One was seen on 8 and 22 October 1967.

Eurasian Wigeon This species was recorded as early as 8 October and as late as 1 May,
with most present November to February (Table 1). The largest numbers recorded were
153 on 11 January 1970 and 109 on 23 February 1969. Numbers varied from week to
week: in 1966 on 10 November 36 were recorded, 24 November (66), 16 December
(five); in 1965 on 1 January (14), 2 January (19), 9 January (21), 16 January (23), 30
January (30). Wintering Eurasian Wigeon, as well as Common Teal/Garganey, Northern
Pintail, Northern Shoveler and Common Pochard move frequently among the highland
lakes. Numbers also varied annually (Table 2).

Gadwall The only record was of two seen on 2 January 1965.

Common Teal/Garganey These small ducks were noted as early as October and as late
as 9 May with most November to March (Table 1). The largest numbers recorded were
290 on 28 November 1965, 308 on 30 January 1965, 486 on 27 February 1965 and 450
on 6 March 1965. Numbers of individuals varied from visit to visit. On 10 consecutive
weekly visits in November and December 1965 and January 1966 I recorded 67, 102,
220, 290, 260, 300, 241, 349, 307 and 356.

Northern Pintail This duck was recorded as early as 22 October and as late as 9 May
with most noted from late December to early March (Table 1). The largest numbers
recorded were 193 on 11 January 1970 and 192 on 3 March 1968. Numbers of indi-
viduals also varied from visit to visit: on consecutive weekly visits in February and
March 1965, 49, 34, 10, 20, 23 and five were recorded. Annual monthly averages (Table
2) for all months October—April ranged from 6.0 per month in 1968—69 to 68.0 per
month in 1967-68.

Northern Shoveler The earliest date recorded was 3 October. Most were present
between November and January (Table 1) although in 1965 this species remained later
in the season than did other Palaearctic wildfowl: in 1965 on 17 April 49 were recorded,
23 May (40), 30 May (47), 6 June (50), 13 June (34), 10 July (four), 25 July (two), 1
August (one). Largest numbers recorded were 67 on 26 December 1965 and 58 on 15
January 1968. Numbers also varied annually (Table 2).

Common Pochard The earliest this species was noted was 22 October and the latest 3
April, with most present December to February (Table 1). Largest numbers recorded
were 48 on 9 February 1966 and 42 on 26 December 1965. Numbers of individuals
varied with each visit: during seven consecutive weekly visits in the Palaearctic winter
of 1965-66, on 26 December 42 were recorded, 7 January (17), 14 January (27), 30
January (29), 6 February (48), 13 February (19), 20 February (35). Numbers also varied
annually (Table 2).

Ferruginous Duck Singles were seen on 2 January 1965, 14 January 1966 and 3 March
1968.

Tufted Duck The earliest date for this species was 17 September and the latest 13 June.
Most individuals were observed from November to April (Table 1), usually in small
numbers of two to eight during each visit. Largest numbers recorded were 21 on 10
December 1965, 13 on 24 November 1966 and ten on 12 March 1965. Numbers varied
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from visit to visit: on nine consecutive visits during February to early April 1965,
numbers recorded during each visit were two, four, two, five, seven, two, six, eight, and
six. Numbers also varied annually (Table 2).
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