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ExiltOpean press as one of the aspects

“of the conflict on the city of Tangie:

Bouhssi Hafida
Umniversity of literature

and human science

.Dhar Imahraz— Feés

The city of Tangier played a strategic role as a
gateway to Europe towards Morocco, making
it the center of history and the competing
European countries competed for their
strategic, political and economic interests.
The competition was particularly intense
between England, which feared the city under
the thus

jeopardizing its commercial and navigational

control of another country,
interests in the Straits of Mount Tariq, and
Spain, which always considered itself as the
bridge of Europe towards Morocco and
claims that it has historical rights by virtue of
its proximity to the country, in addition to
France, whose point of view for Tangier is to
keep it in some way linked to the Sultan.

The European press stands as one of the
conflictual aspects in the city. After the
internationalization of the Moroccan issue
and the holding of international conferences,
such as the Madrid Conference and the
Green Island Conference, newspapers began
to be established in the city benefiting from
the international body that was able to

penetrate the various vital sectors of the city.

All these factors lead us to ask central

questions such as: What are the most
important factors that made Tangier attract
the attention of Europeans? What are the
most prominent newspapers that were
published in the city of Tangier? How was the
nature of the European conflict on the city of
Tangier? Then how did Al Makhzan (the
Moroccan authority) handle the European
press?

These questions lead us to limit the axes of
discussion and scrutinize them as follows:
-The strategic importance of the city of
Tangier

-The emergence and development of the
European press in the city of Tangier.

of the
conflict on the city of Tangier and the
reaction of Al Makhzan.

1 - The Strategic Importance of the City

-Demonstrations European press

of Tangier

The period of the reign of Mohamed
Ben Abdallah was known as the golden
period in the series of Moroccan-European
relations in the context of the policy of
aimed at and

openness encouraging
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expanding exchanges'. The concentration of
consular representation in Tangier began to
appear clearly from the end of the 18th
century benefiting from this policy of
openness. The Sultan began, however, to feel
the imperial ambitions of the European
countries in Morocco. He was able to restrict
the consular representation in  the
headquarters away from the capital city, Fez,
to prevent the penetration of Europeans to
the depths of the country. The city of Tangier
is highly significant because of its location
near Europe, and being the junction of
maritime  communications  across  the
Mediterranean Sea and the Atlantic Ocean.
Since then, the city has a distinctive
significance and in 1780 it became a
diplomatic capital of the country.2

The sultans greatly contributed to the
stability of the Europeans in the city of
Tangier *, both during the reign of
Muhammad Ibn Abd Allah and in the era of
other sultans. In this regard, we refer to the
letter sent by Sultan Moulay Abderrahmane
to his deputy Haji Abderrahmane Ash'ash on
24 Safar 1239 AH / October 30, 1823 in
which he recommends the good of foreigners,

and provide the conditions for an active

commercial movement and this text:“(...) It
is your command that each boat of the races
who are on our own and hold our tents,
which respond to those happy berths’ (or
rest), do not restrict them to carrying
Fribish’and do not bother them in their eyes,
We love everything that comes to our
marchers from the boats mentioned above
and goes back to it, because of the building of
the anchors, and the work, God willing, as
well as the boxes of consulates that are
returned to their homes of food and clothes
do not open them and do not fluctuate and
recommend them good and the merchants
who are there to build the marina God is
Valmilan with charity, and this is your work,
do not retreat in this peace.”

Several other factors contributed to the
development of marine navigation in the city
including  the  construction of the
international lighthouse in the city for the
landing of ships and the commercial activity
of Gibraltar’especially after the construction
of a pier in the city's marina in 1896 to

. . . 8 .
receive various commercial boats’. The main

“. The word means export, Abdul Latif Al-Shadly,
glossary of administrative terms and colloquial and
foreign words contained in some Moroccan

documents and works, Royal Press, Rabat, 2007, p.
! Abdul Aziz Khalouk Al-Tomsmani, "Trade 227

Relations between Morocco and Europe in the Second >- Ibid, p.154.Origin of the word Fresco Fresco ngean
Half of the Eighteenth Century", Dar Al-Niyaba fresh, and used in the documents in the sense aif wh
Magazine, No. 22, 1989, p. is provided to the crew of the ship is exempt fittwe

2. Ramon Lourido Diaz, «Le sultan sidi Muhammad tenth.

ben .Abd Allah et I'institution de la représentatio ®. Mohamad Daoud, History of Tetouan, Royal
consulaire a Tanger, Tanger 1800-1956 Contribution Press, Rabat, vol. VIII, 1978, p.

I'histoire récente du Maroc, Université Mohammed V 7. Jean Louis-MiégeLe Maroc et I'EuropeEditions
Faculté des Lettres et des Sciences Humaines, Rabat  La PortecRabattome Il «pp.345-588.

1991, P.17. 8. Jamal EI-Din El-Omrani Ashtayar, Tangier

3. General residence of the French Republic in between 1900-1912 aspects of the development of
Morocco, Cities and tribes of Morocco, Tangier and political, economic and social conditions, a messag
its zone, Leroux Ernest, vol.VII, Paris, 1921.,602 obtain the postgraduate diploma, supervised by
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countries adopted by the European countries
to achieve their economic penetration in
Morocco 'as they no longer only export their
products, but also add to them the products
of the remote inland areas like Tafilat and Fez
which takes the port of Tangier as an outlet
to contact’.

By embracing international activities that are
part of national jurisdiction, Tangier plays a
prominent political role in the country's life
and has become a crucial bridge for Europe
in Africa’. All the embassies of foreign
countries’, which have commercial relations
with Morocco, although relatively far from
the political capital of Fez’, is the only point
in the Moroccan territory where the
Europeans can communicate strongly with
the Moroccan. This has resulted in the
establishment of the "House of the
Procuratorate” as an institution that played
the role of mediator between the Sultan and
the representatives of European countries and
is interested in negotiating with them. At the
same time Tangier witnessed the birth of
international institutions. Since 1840 the
International Health Council was established
to examine the health affairs of the city. In

1865 another international committee was

Mohamed EI-Amin El-Bazzaz, Faculty of Arts and
Humanities, Rabat, 1996, p.

established to manage Spartel and the
European community’s established another
international cell known as the Municipal
Health and Roads Committee in Tangier.’
These factors have helped to form a diverse
press movement in the city of Tangier, which
has made it the scene of the conflict between
the European countries and the arena of the
multiparty press conflict.

2 - The emergence of the European press
in the city of Tangier and its
development.

According to an article by Professor Jemaa
Beida which is related to the case of the
foreign Gawazit’ in Tangier, the appearance
of the foreign press in Morocco dates back to
the pre-protectorate period. The press paved
the way for the military invasion under the
so-called "peaceful intervention” and "The
Moroccan Question". The Tangier press has
become more reflective of the international
struggle over Morocco more than ever before
accompanied with a fluctuation of its streams,
doctrines and approaches.’

The Spanish were the first to start publishing
newspapers in Ceuta, Melilla and Tetouan.
They issued nine pamphlets in Ceuta between
1820 and 1873, two newspapers in 1860
during their military occupation, and one

newspaper in Melilla in 1883. And its impact

1. Jamadi Qassim, "Tangier's Image through the
Literature of European Geographers in the Nineteent
Century", Tangier in Contemporary History, op. Cit.

®. Abdul Aziz Khalouk al-Tomsmani, "The Spanish

P.159

2 Abdul aziz khalouk al tamsmani” Riad al bahja in
the tangiers news, dar al niyaba, Issue. 10, 1986,
11- 1Kann Reginald, The Moroccan Protectorate,

Aspirations in Tangier (1914-1945)", Dar al-niyaba,
Issue 7, 1985, p.45.

’- Means newspapers and press.

8. Jamaa Baida, "The Case of Foreign Guiding in

Berger Levrault, Paris, 1921, p.220.

* - Mustafa Bouchera, Settlement and Protection in
Morocco 1863-1894, Royal Printing Press, Rabat, Par
I, p. 444

®- Jumada Qasim, "Tangier's Image", op. Cit., B. 16

Tangier during the Last Quarter of the Nineteenth
Century", Dar al-niyaba, No. 18, 1988, p.32.

°. Jamaa Beida, "Tangier Press: A Mirror of the
Conflict of the States Around Morocco (1900-1912)",
Tangier in Contemporary History, op. Cit., P.206
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was not great on Moroccans who did not
know Spanish. So, it did not last long'.

What first of all matters to us are the
newspapers that were published in the city of
Tangier and we will include in this discussion
the most important, then we will move to
address the quality of the conflict that was on
Tangier which is as follows:

- Al Maghreb Al Agsa (The Far Maghreb): A
weekly  Spanish-language news  paper
appeared on January 28, 1883, and lasted
about ten years. The most recent of which
was founded by "Crickory Prince", and
"Antonio Molinari"’, who was the principal of
the prince printing press. Both men were
from Gibraltar and lived in Tangier for a long
time’. This newspaper strongly defended the
Spanish interests and incited some hostility to
France as well. The number of it issues
reached twenty’.

- Morocco vigilance: the first French-
language weekly newspaper  appeared on 14
July 1883°, and continued to the beginning of
the twentieth century, and then founded by
the British protector .

L Mustafa Bouchera, Settlement and Protection in

Morocco 1863-1894, Al Ma'arif New Printing Press,

Rabat, Part IV, 1989, p.1473.

“Abraham Levy Cohen,"”and after his death
was purchased by the French protector" Haim
Benchimol" under the guidance of the French
Commission was highly defending the
interests of France".

- Moroccan Times: A weekly English-
language newspaper, founded by Edouard
Mekine. It appeared on July 5, 1884, and
continued to be published until it was
incorporated in the year 1893 in the
newspaper "Morocco Al-Agsa" because of the
financial distress it suffered.’.

- The Mauritanian Echo: (The Sada
Mauritanian), owned by "Okustin Lokaro"
Alaraki, the newspaper was a semi-weekly
newspaper issued in 1886 and continued until
1902. It was intended for commercial
advertising. "’

-Bolitino de lacamara de commercio de
Tangier ' (Chamber of Commerce
Newsletter, Tangier), a bi-monthly newspaper
that began publication from 1887 until after
1902 and itwas the voice of Spanish economic
interests in Tangier.12

- Diario di Tanci : (daily Tangier), issued
from 1889 to 1996 founded by the English

- He was born in Tetouan in 1844 and died in
London in 1888, where he studied and lived in

2. Jean Louis - Miége, "Newspapers and Journalists i
Tangier in the 19th Century" Hesperis 1st and 2nd
quarters, 1954 p.194.

%. Mustafa Bushra, Settlement and Protection .1, Pa
IV, op. Cit., P.1474.

“_ Al-Tayeb Botbakalt, "The European Press in
Tangier in the Late Nineteenth Century, its
Importance and Impact", Tangier in Contemporary IV, op. Cit., P. 1476.

History, op. Cit., P.200. °. Jean Louis Miege, Morocco ..., op cit, volume IV
°. Jamaa Baida, The French-Speaking Moroccan Press pp.325-326.

of 1956, Publications of the Faculty of Arts and 1% |bid, Mustafa Bushra, p.1474.

Humanities, Rabat, 1996, p.42. . Boletino of the Camara de Comercio of Tangier.
6. Jean Louis Miége, "Newspapers and Journalis .. 2 |bid, Mustafa Bouchara, p.1474.

op cit, p.195. '3 Diary of Tanger.

England. He moved to France where he worked as a
trade correspondent. He was a correspondent for
several newspapers in Gibraltar and London where he
wrote articles about Jews in the Times, Settleraadt
Protection ..., Part IV, op. Cit., P. 1476.

8. Mustafa Bushra, Settlement and Protection art P
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"Adolfo Franceron"'. It was specifically
interested in advertising and publicity.
Moreover, it was a French biased for it was
receiving financial assistance by the French
Commission and specialized in advertising
and publicity’.

- Morocco: a weekly Arabic-language
newspaper, and the first edition of which was
published on May 15, 1889. The total
number, however, was not more than thirty
or less, and disappeared in the same year.
Created by the French protector Daniel
Soran, the newspaper was in four pages and
described itself as the weekly literary scientific
journal. Its main editors were the Lebanese
Issa Faraj and Salim Kaspani.’

-Lakronia’: (news) it appeared in 1893 and
was a semi-weekly newspaper. It was founded
by “leopoldo unito”, in the name of
defending the international and local interests
of the Moroccan ayala. The editors of this
newspaper were Moroccan jews and it used to
describe it selfas Hebrew Spanish’.

- Morocco: founded by "Victor Serve," who
came to Morocco in 1887, and died in
Tangier in 1902 (). It was a French weekly
paper published in 1893. It was not able to
continue publication and disappeared in
1905°.

- Spanish Africa:It was founded by the
Spanish

explorer and journalist

SaturninoGimenez in 1903 and made it a

L. A.Franceron.

2. |bid, Mustafa Bouchara, p. 1474.
% |bid, 1478.

4. La Cronica.

°-Mustapha boushra, settlement and protection part 4

op. cit. p.1475.
®. Ibid, p. 1476

platform for the Spanish union of North
Africa. The newspaper was opposed to the
French ambitions in Morocco for it called for
a German-Spanish alliance to stand up to it
and continued until the date of its suspension
in December 1905 .

Al-Saada: A French newspaper, published in
1904. It was considered the first Arabic
newspaper to be published in Morocco in the
sense of the press °, The Lebanese
WadihKaram,was its chief-editor. The paper
used to defend French interests in Morocco.
Moreover, it was perceived in the sense that it
created a roar in the minds of the Moroccans
especially in Fez because of its polemical
articles on Morocco’.

Al-Mostagbal (The future): a newspaper
speaking on behalf of the Spanish community
in Tangier, and it was common then to be a
strong voice that defends Spanish interests
against others’ interests especially French'’.

- Moroccan Independence: Issued in 1907
under the patronage of the Belgian explorer
Mr.Hemmens."".

- Alhaq: an Arabic-speaking Spanish
newspaper founded on January 8, 19117 It

’. JamaaBaida, "Tangier Press ...", op. Cit., p.208

8 _ Zine El Abidine El Kettani, The Moroccan Press,
Its Origination and Development, Fadala,
Muhammadiyah, Part One, 2004, p.145

°. Ahmed Al-Makkawi, "aspects of the Shami
presence in Morocco before and during protection”,
National Seminar on Moroccan-Shami Relations,
Methodological Issues, ShuaibDakali University,
Faculty of Arts and Humanities, Al-Jadida, 200&1p.
1. Jamaa Baida, "Tangier Press ...", op. Cit., B. 20
1 Ibid, p.210-211.

'2 France considered the publication of this
newspaper to be an outspoken competition for &, an
it shed its Arab paper (happiness) on it, Zine El
Abidine El Kettani, the Moroccan press ..., op.,Git
172.
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was edited by two Egyptians, Ahmed Refaat
and Mahmoud Zaki. From the title it is
obvious how Spain aims to convince its
readers that the truth is always on its own
side’.

The Morocco Voice: founded by Mohammed
al-Makki Nasseri on January 23, 1946, it was
considered as the first national newspaper
published in Tangier.’.

3 - Manifestations of the European press
conflict on the city of Tangier and the
reaction of ‘Al Makhzan.

We notice the fact that most of the
newspapers appeared immediately after the
Madrid Conference which drew many
Europeans' attention to Morocco’. European
ambitions were expressed in this regard
around Tangier although they were united in
a single attempt to control them. While the
Al-Agsa"
declared the need to provide the appropriate

"Morocco newspaper publicly
atmosphere for the commercial field by
introducing basic equipment into the city, the
‘Morocco’s vigilance’ newspaper promoted
the slogans of the French Revolution, such as
“freedom”, “equality”, “fraternity” with the
desire to appear in the form of progress and
civilization."

However, the Morocco's vigilance newspaper
did not stop at this point, but it significantly
had pursued an antagonistic policy to Al

makhzan hegemony and expressed it in a

1. Jamaa Baida, "Tangier Press is a Mirror of the
Conflict ...", op. Cit., p.208.

2. JamaaBaida, The Moroccan Press ... op cit, ®: 31

45- Jean Louis Miege, "Newspapers and Journalists
..", op cit, p.193

“. Mustafa Bushaara, Settlement and Protection ...,
Part IV, op. Cit., p.1484

more outspoken and severe than the
others.The reason for this is due to its Jewish
founder, "Levy Cohen." Although his order
belonged to the  British

commission in Tangier, he did not hide his

diplomatic

service to the French ambitions in Morocco
for several considerations, including: the fact
that he chose to issue the newspaper in
French. Moreover, he chose 14 July
1883which marks a national ceremony for the
French.Also, the newspaper was sponsored by
the French bank "Tranza Talantik’.

The ‘Moroccan vigilance’ newspaper had
followed the same path of demanding
reforms and expressed that stating that: “the
tirst duty of accredited diplomats in
backward countries was to be firm, that
Governments should step on the path of
progress, and wondered: "Are there any men
of this kind in Tangier?’

The newspapers intervened in all areas of life
in the city of Tangier and accused the local
representatives of Al makhzan of the city for
being incompetent’. This had been expressed
in one of the issues of ‘Moroccan Algsa™ "The
public services in the city are managed by
incompetent people.”"Accordingly, the tone of
the newspapers demanding reform has
escalated to the point of calling for its
imposition by force.”

Al Makhzan dealt with these newspapers in
the beginning with a kind of lack of

®.. JameaBaida, "The Question of the El-jawazit ..."
op. Cit., p. 34

®. Mustafa Bushaara, Settlement and Protection ...,
p.1485

" Al Maghrib Al Agsa Newspaper, Issue: 17-03-
1900.

® - Ibid, Issue: 29-08-1903
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appreciation  for its seriousness and
considered it a heresy, according to a letter
addressed in this regard to the Aarbi Tarriss
by Mohammed Gharit"(...)that the jawazit
(news papers) are gates of HalibLail, and the
innovations of things that have not been
entrusted like, Misguidance'.

However, he was annoyed by statements
against him by these newspapers especially
after they were issued in Tangier without
obtaining the issuance license, in addition to
the absence of any legal text regulating the
basis of the profession. On the other hand,
the Tangier journalists had no code of
honor’, Consular and judicial branches by the
commissions because they reflect in one way
or another their interests as Mustafa
Boushraa emphasized. In his statement of
30/1/184, to Al-Maghrib Al Agsa, he stated
that "all reforms necessary for commercial
development must be imposed.” Therefore, it
obviously worked to defend directly foreign
traders and therefore the press became as a
forum for expressing their interests.

A letter from Al Makhzan explained the
attitude of the latter about these newspapers,
which began to get out of control and
harassed in the policy of the country, a letter
directed by Ibn Suleiman to Haj Muhammad
al-Tarisfrom which we quote:“After that, it is
not implicit the fact that what the foreign and
Arab newspapers, which are printed in this

way, are proud of the speech that frightens

! .. Public Library and Archives, Tetouan. 28/78.

% Tayeb Boutbeqalt, "The European Press ..., dp. Ci

pp. 199-200

3 - Mustafa Bushaara, Settlement and Protection ...,
Part IV, op. Cit., P. 1485, article in the newspafle
Maghrib al-Agsa, No. 30-1-1884.

the parish of this auspicious eulogy and spoil
the policy of Al-makhzan in its settlement
and the consolidation of security and
tenderness in it, until the issue went beyond
the control of countries in its own newspaper
coverage and all that disturbs its policy
towards the people™”.

This situation made the store take
precautionary  measures against  these
newspapers to reduce their risks. The store
representative Mohammed Berkash traveled
to France to discuss with the French Prime
Minister, "Gul Ferry", but this did not stop
the French attack. It may be explained that
the directors of the three newspapers’ issued
in Tangier have English nationality. This is
confirmed by the message sent by
Muhammad Berkash to John Drummond
Hai, the Minister of Great Britain in Tangier,
on 9 November 1884, asking him to prevent
the issuance of these newspapers due to their
disrespect of the ethics of journalism in their
insults of the Sultan and his people adding to
that the foreign were too affected by the
Tangier press’.

On February 13, 1885, John Drummond
Hai’s government recognized Morocco's right
to abolish the press on its soil. On the other
hand, Berkash suggested that the deputy of
al-makhzen be allowed to negotiate with him

in order to reach to an agreement to allow

“ - Public Library and Archives, Tetouan, 35/183
®. Al-Maghreb AL-Agsa, The Awakening of
Morocco: The Times of Morocco

6. JameaBaida, "The Case of thejawazit ..", op, €it.
34; Khaled Ben Saghir, Morocco in the British
Archives Correspondence John Drummond Hai with
the store 1846-1886, birth, Casablanca, 1992, p.505
’- JamaaBaida, The Moroccan Press ... op cit, p.48.
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the press to continue publishing. Then, it
seemed clear that John Drummond Hai was
trying to gain time so that his name was not
associated with a thorny issue, especially since
he was the supervisor of retirement', knowing
that it was logical to support the al makhzan
because the Tangier press did not pity him.’
After that, Muhammad al-Turais sent a
memorandum to the representatives of the
European countries asking for the total ban
on newspapers issued against al-makhzen.
The opinion was divided among the foreign
commissions in Tangier between those who
believe that the newspapers exploit the
prevailing circumstances of freedom in
Tangier and those who believe that freedom
of the press is a sacred issue. This decision led
editors of newspapers to form the first union
in the country, which was headed by the
Jewish "Levy Cohen” ’. Despite the
differences, foreigners gathered to wurge
newspaper owners to stick to a moderated
attitude.”

The debate between Britain and Spain
intensified in 1888 after the Monitoring and
Maintenance Committee of ManarSpartil was
held. While the British representative
William Kirby Crane thought that the best
way to respond to the critical press was not to
care of its issues, the representative of Spain,
on his side, denounced the absolute freedom

that was given to the press. Accordingly, the

L. Khaled Ben Saghir, Morocco in the Archives .p, 0

Cit., P.541.

2. Jean Louis Miége, "Newspapers and Journaliéfs ...

op cit, p.206.

%. JamaaBaida,, The Moroccan Press .... op.ci)p. 5
“. JameaBaida, "The Question of Al Jawazit ...", op.

Cit., P.35.

British representative protested against his
Spanish counterpart's opinion and confirmed
that the presence of the English press in
Tangier remained legitimate as long as al-
makhzen and Britain had not reached to an
agreement about this issue.’

Spain opposed the newspapers in Tangiers
because they wanted to block British policy in
the region. Britain's position is that relations
between the new representative and al-
makhzen have been somewhat strained. In
addition, the demand for a legal framework
for the newspapers in Tangier is due to the
fact that the newspapers published in the city
to till 1888 are English newspapers.’
Germany, for its part, was trying to defend its
interests. It also supported the methods that
would help pass its thesis, which is evident in
their  invitation to the  newspaper
"Independence of Morocco," which launched
an aggressive campaign against French
colonial ambitions in Morocco and promoted
an open door policy, Morocco should remain
Moroccans. Moroccans mean not only the
people but also all the migrants - regardless
of their nationalities - who have come to this
country in order to establish their basic
institutions. The trader, the manufacturer,
the worker, the capital and the world are all
sources of creative potential. "’

When Al-Makhzen was annoyed by the

emergence of new newspapers appearing in

> |bid, p.36.

6. Jamea Baida, "The Question of Al Jawazit ...", p.
36.

. Jamea Baida, "Tanger Journalism: ...", op. @it.,
210-211, an article issued in the Independence of
Morocco newspaper on 22 April 1907.
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Tangier', the royal decision issued to the vice
Taris "to negotiate with the members of the
House of Prosecution ... about the damage
caused by these newspapers, which cannot be
ignored and cannot be silent about in any
case and to appoint a fluent member as Mr.
Ben Naser Ghannam to  continue
negotiationsin what concerns the provision of
his memoirs from the deputies of the States
in a soft and secret way”’. When the latter
negotiated with the Ambassador of Germany
he replied that the newspapers are free to
publish and added that "The better for Al-
makhzen in this case is to create an official
Arabic newspaper in which the staff is
required to be knowledgeable of foreign
languages to react and re-write all the
fallacies that are produced by other
newspapers’. This paved the way to the
creation of a new newspaper called “The
Moroccan Tongue” on February 8th, 1907.
The newspaper was edited by the brothers
Shamian, Faraj Allah Nimour and Artur
Namour, and continued to issue until June
1909, and stopped after it reached to the total

number of 84 issues. The owner of Riad

L A letter from Abdul Karim Ben Suleiman to
Muhammad al-Taris, Public Library and Archives,
Tetouan, 35/183.

% Public Library and Archives, Tetouan, 35/183
3. Al-Munouni Muhammad, Aspects of modern
Morocco, Dar al-Gharb al-Islami, Beirut, Part Il,
1999, p.283.

“. Jamea Baida, "Tangier Press ...", p. 209.

Bahja commented in his talk about the
newspapers in Tangier saying "The most
creative and well mastered newspaper was the
one that was called the tongue of Morocco.
However, because of the reliability of its news
and the facts that distinguished its news
production made it envies seek to eradicate it
(...). There

newspapers

exist in Tangier
which  the
acknowledges the fact that they won’t get to

this status.”’

currently

big  majority

Moreover, Al-makhzen tried to exploit the

press to defame its enemies, as being

indicated in a document issued by
Mohammed Gharit to Muhammad al-Taris
stating "We inform you ahead of time(...) so
that you can let the owner of The azithia
know about all that has been mentioned
before so that the state gets informed in order
to take precautions against the deeds of this
Jew and his illegal pursuits in what concerns
the two sides.”

The Madrid Conference was one of the most
important mechanisms that contributed to
the emergence and development of the press
in Tangier, which benefited from the consuls
whose primary concern, was to center their
countries’ representatives more than anything
else. This often leads to a clash with al-
makhzen due to their provocations.

The fact that -al-makhzen considered the
press as nonsense it did not deal with it in a

professional and exploitative way to achieve

°. Mohammed Skirj, Riad Al-Bahja in the Tangier
News, Part |, Manuscript of the Suburban Treasury,
No. 936/403, pp 32-33.

®. Public Library and Archives, Tetouan, 28/58
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its interests. It even instead called for
stopping it after the failure of its negotiations
with the representatives of the European
countries, and did not understand the matter
until after the exacerbation of the
phenomenon. Then, in a desperate attempt,

al-makhzen tried to issue newspapers in

Arabic to respond to the European prejudice

about Morocco, though its press was not as
much as European’s experience in the work
of journalism. However, the setting up of
press in that particular time in Morocco
shows how the latter begins to sense the
danger posed the danger posed by the
European press on different areas of life

within the country.




Annex |:

A letter from Abdul Karim bin Sulaiman to Muhammad al-Taris about the destabilization of the
foreign press in Tangier and the task of limiting its behavior.

Jumada I1 1326/ 30-07-1908
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Annex Il:

A letter from Muhammad Al Mofadal Ibn Muhammad Gharit, to Haj Muhammad Ibn Al-Arabi Al-
Taris, on the grounds that the creation of newspapers is a heresy, in 22 di hajja 1306/19
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