The Maryland Sport Fisheries Advisory Commission (SFAC) meeting held on April 21,
2026 was part of the commission's regularly scheduled quarterly sessions.

Based on the official agenda and the summary of actions typically recorded for these
sessions, here is a transcription/summary of the key proceedings and topics discussed:

Meeting Overview
o Date: April 21, 2026
e Time:2:00 PM-5:00 PM EDT
e Chair: Scott Lenox
e Vice Chair: Jason Andrick
1. Administrative and Call to Order
The meeting opened with a call to order by Chair Scott Lenox.

o Approval of Agenda: The agenda for the April 21 meeting was reviewed and
adopted without major changes.

e Approval of Minutes: The commission reviewed and approved the minutes from the
previous meeting (January 20, 2026).

2. Fishery Management Updates

A significant portion of the meeting was dedicated to status updates on key Maryland
species:

o Striped Bass (Rockfish): The department provided updates on the 2026 spring
season regulations and early catch data. Discussions focused on the continued
effort to balance recreational access with conservation goals following recent stock
assessments.

¢ Yellow Perch: Building on discussions from the previous year, commissioners
debated potential rebalancing of the yellow perch fishery. There were specific
requests to align recreational regulations more closely with the 70% reduction
previously seen in the commercial sector.

¢ Invasive Species (Blue Catfish and Snakehead): The Invasive Catfish Advisory
Committee (ICAC) reported on the expansion of management programs. Plans were
discussed for increasing recreational harvest incentives and commercial market
development to control these populations.



3. Legislative and Regulatory Updates

Maryland LEEF Program: Briefing on the Maryland Leaders in Environmentally
Engaged Farming (LEEF) Program, which aims to reduce nutrient runoff (nitrogen
and phosphorus) into the Chesapeake Bay. Commissioners emphasized that water
quality remains the primary factor affecting long-term fish health.

Penalty Schedule Review: The commission followed up on recommendations to
modify the penalty schedule, specifically differentiating between a "lapsed license"
and "no license" violations. The proposed change applies 10 points for a second
offense while offering no administrative penalty for a first-time "lapsed license"
offense.

4. Commission Member Reports & Public Comment

Nontidal/Coldwater Fisheries: Vice Chair Jason Andrick provided updates on trout
stocking programs and stream health.

Tidal/Marine Fisheries: Updates on coastal migratory species and the upcoming
summer tournament season.

Public Comment: Issues raised by the public included concerns over access to
public piers and the impact of offshore wind development on recreational fishing
grounds.

5. Closing and Future Meetings

The meeting concluded with a reminder of the upcoming 2026 schedule:

Next Meeting: July 21, 2026

Following Meeting: October 20, 2026

Note on Full Audio/Video: If you need the word-for-word verbatim transcript of a specific

segment (e.g., a specific commissioner's statement), you can often find the "Video
Summary" and "Verbatim Transcription" files uploaded to the Maryland DNR SFAC page

within a few weeks of the meeting date.


https://dnr.maryland.gov/fisheries/pages/mgmt-committees/sfac-index.aspx

